Xhosa word meaning “Graceful”
The Traditional Magic Doll

Internationally acclaimed artist, Patricia Schaerer, recently
returned home to South Africa after more than two
decades of extensive travel to enhance her doll-making
skills. Amongst other fascinating commissions, Patricia
created a large doll collection for Saudi Arabian Princess
Nura during her travels - but has now chosen to combine
her international experience with her own African roots.
The result? The African Culture Doll Collection, an
exquisite collection of original, hand made, Black African
porcelain dolls who are already finding loving homes all
over the world.

In addition to the beautiful dolls Patricia handcrafts herself,
she also empowers and educates others to create their
own doll in her popular doll-making workshops. There
are many stages involved in creating a doll and the
different processes can last anywhere between 3 weeks
and 3 months.

Traditional healers and

sangoma’s continue to
flourish in both urban and
rural settings in Africa. In a
culture where the bounda-
ries between fact and fan-
tasy, medicine and magic,
are blurred - and where the
supernatural is completely
accepted as a part of life, it
is not surprising to find that
the work of healers encom-
passes a wide spectrum of
activities, ranging from the
mundane to the miraculous.
A healer will set a broken

limb, but will with equal self-
assurance supply a client
with deadly magical medi-
cine to be used against an
enemy said to be sending
ill luck or death to the home.
He may dose an ailing pa-
tient with herbal medicine,
which may have a benefi-
cial effect, but almost cer-
tainly his diagnosis of the
disease will take into ac-
count the displeasure of a
dead relative or the machi-
nations of a witch.

www.theblackdoll.co.za

tel +27 217822320 fax +27 21 782 2320
mobile +27 82 736 2269 e-mail patricia@theblackdoll.co.za
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THdtHUKa

A New Bride wearing
Traditional Zulu Dress

The Zulus (the word means people of
heaven) are a proud nation that treasures
their heritage. The Zulu language is rich and
expressive, very often punctuated with dis-
tinctive click sounds.

Zulu beadwork is one of the most ancient
traditional skills in Africa. It is held in high
esteem amongst the Zulu people because
the entire community benefits from the Zulu
women producing this unique and exquisite
beadwork. Beading as a group also serves
to strengthen cultural bonds. It is important
to understand that the beadwork is not just
decorative - each piece contains a message
or communicates an emotion.

The various beliefs and practices of the
African people are made visible in special
clothing - such as the ceremonial dress of
the new Zulu bride worn by Thuthuka, pic-
tured on the left. In Africa, to wear ceremonial
clothing is to respect the culture and traditions
of your people.

That is why Patricia has gone to great pains
to research and faithfully reproduce all the
clothing worn by her dolls.

The traditions of the
black people of Southern
Africa are rich and enor-
mously varied, deeply root-
ed in the soil of the past
but still a vital force in the
present. But while these
traditions remain virtually
unaltered in the rural areas
- in the cities there has
been assimilation with
modern Western culture.
Nevertheless, whether tra-
ditional or modern, the Af-
rican way of life is charac-
terized by certain common
rituals and beliefs. For ex-
ample, almost all believe
that their ancestors watch
over, and interact with, the
living - and that a person
with a high temperature is
‘unclean’ and must under-
go a purification ceremony.
These rituals and beliefs,
that constitute a way of life
for the majority of African
people, form an integral
part of the artist’s cultural
understanding of the Tra-
ditional Style Doll.
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The Traditional Style Doll

African word meaning “Love Me”
The African Child Doll

The African culture creates an immense sense
of belonging and support because each child, from
an early age, is encouraged to get involved in providing
for the essential needs of the family. Little boys aged
four or five years become herders of sheep and goats,
whilst a little girl may help her mother, accompanying
her to the waterhole to fill a tin and carry it back to
the home. As the male and female children grow up
they are made to feel special, as they are a real asset
to their homes and families.

When an African boy reaches puberty he is circum-
cised and the operation marks the boy’s transition
into manhood. In being circumcised he has symbol-
ically shed a part of himself and parted with his mother
image. He is no longer a complete and self-sufficient
being, but now requires membership in society and
union with a woman to attain wholeness.

The African culture has much to share with the rest
of the world - the dolls of the African Culture Collection,
and the stories they have to tell, have been designed
to help keep these values alive.




